2011 Overview

2011 has been a busy year. We’ve had our ups, we’ve had our downs and we’ve seen God work some mighty miracles. In this short report, we will highlight some of the major events that have taken place in Dalton-in-Furness. 

Events

To begin with, we held a charity concert during the month of May. The aim was to raise awareness of our church, South Cumbria church, in the community. We had singers coming from Manchester, Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Preston and Cannock to grace us with their God given talents and the event was a total success! Just over 70 people were seated in our relatively small church and of those 72, 19 were members of the community. Towards the end of the concert, a collection was taken for St. Mary’s Hospice and a staggering £374 was collected. That really set the tone for the year.

From there, the Lord impressed us to organise an ‘Archaeology and the Bible’ weekend. Archaeologist Pedja Jovanovic, from Yardley church, came up on the Friday afternoon and presented a two part series, on Friday and Saturday night, on how the Bible is not only accurate, historically and archaeologically, but also relevant to us in the 21st century. The presentations were well received from the individuals who attended with a total of 9 people from the community.

Not long before Camp meeting took place in June, a theology student, James Shipley, from Newbold College spent 10 days with Aaron McKenzie and Joseph Philpott knocking on doors. Over the course of his stay, both individuals helped train James in the art of knocking on doors, giving Bible studies and meeting common objections. He thoroughly enjoyed his time and learnt a lot which gave us, under the guidance of God, the inspiration for the IMPACTSouth.Cumbria programme. 

IMPACTSouth.Cumbria took place from the 31st July until the 22nd August. With relatively little time to prepare, the only opportunity to advertise was during Camp Meeting and a total of 3 individuals, Yohn Taylor, Chari White and Troy Smith, took part. The first 3 days were used to help train them. The presentations included how to knock on doors, give Bible studies and meet common objections; very similar, but in more depth, to what James Shipley received. The following 2 and a half weeks were spent with the three of them knocking on doors in Dalton. To read more about their experience, the statistics and an overview of the event, a document entitled ‘IMPACT Evaluation’ can be given out.

On the 25th September, South Cumbria church held a Health Expo. Flyers were given out, a banner raised on the side of the church, a  couple of announcements made over the local radio station, BBC Cumbria, and several small articles in the local newspaper were all done in the hope to bring many to the event. Unfortunately, not as many people turned up as we hoped. However, we did have a small trickle throughout the day culminating in a total of just under 30 people attending. The Lord blessed the day and from it, a woman began attending our prayer meetings on a Monday Evening for several weeks until the Campaign began in November. 

The year ended with an evangelistic campaign beginning on the 4th November. For 4 weeks, Joseph Philpott presented a series of presentations entitled ‘Certainty in Uncertain Times’. Below is the attendance record for each night:

[image: image1.png]Chrissi | Vicky | Paul | Martin | John | Jamie | Graham | 7om | tee | steve | Total
15t Evening 1 1 1 1 1 15
2nd __ [Evening 1 1 1 1 14
3rd Evening 1 1 1 1 8
4th Evening 1 1 1 5
5th Evening 1 1 1 1 5
6th Evening 1 13
7th Evening 1 1 1 1
8th Evening 1 1 10
sth Evening 1 1 1 7
10th __|Morning 1 1 1 1 18
11th _ [Evening 1 a
12th _[Evening 1 1 1 1 B
13th__ [Evening 1 1 1 10
14th __ [Evening 1 1 1 10
15th | Morning 1 1 1 1 21
16th __[Evening 1 1 1 12
17th _|Evening 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 16
18th _ [Evening 1 1 1 12
19th _ [Evening 1 1 1 1
20th _[Morning] 1 1 1 1 1 27
Total |- Paul 13 John 1 Graham | 1
Vicky Martin | 20 Jamie | 4 Tom B





To tell you a little of each person, Chrissy, Vicky, Martin and John are the 4 individuals who come to our small group on a Tuesday evening. I’ll mention more about that in a minute. Paul is a member of our church who is struggling spiritually. The campaign, from speaking to him, was a real blessing and I’m sure that it helped him in his walk with Christ. Jamie is a transvestite living in Dalton. He found the presentations interesting but towards the end of the campaign, he would turn up after the presentations had finished for a drink, biscuit and a good conversation. On those occasions, we haven’t recorded them on the above sheet.  Graham is one of Joseph’s contacts. The presentation on the evening he attended was Daniel 7 and the change of the Sabbath. Unfortunately, he didn’t come again so whether or not the presentation was too heavy for him, we don’t know. Tom is a 26 year old friend of Aaron and Joseph. They met Tom at a Sunday Church they’ve attended a few times. He heard messages on the state of the dead, hell, millennium, the United States in Bible prophecy, the role of the Papacy in the last days and the Mark of the Beast. The Lord really moved on his heart as he found his time with us enjoyable and spiritually nurturing. All of the presentations were well received by him. Lee and Steven are Chrissie’s step-son and Husband. She brought them on the night of the United States in Bible prophecy. Something must have pricked an interest in Lee’s heart as he attended our New Year’s meal and Bible study on Tuesday 10th January.

Overall, the campaign was a huge success. Previous to the last presentation, on the morning of Sabbath 3rd December, one person had requested baptism: Martin, a 37 year old, divorced man. Then, during the appeal at the end of the last presentation, 2 more people requested baptism and 2 for rebaptism; giving us a total of 5 baptisms and rebaptism’s. Joseph, along with the rest of the church were ecstatic and really the icing on the cake came for us the next day. At around 10am, on Sunday morning, John, an 81 year man who’s been attending our church and small group since Joseph, Chari and Aaron met him during the IMPACTSouth.Cumbria program, rang Joseph and asked if he could be baptised into the Seventh-day Adventist church. What a wonderful surprise that was for us all. Unfortunately, the two requests for rebaptism have been retracted but I’m sure the Lord will continue to work with them. 1 of the 4 requests for baptism was from a little, 9 year old girl but due to her age and her mom not giving consent, it isn’t possible for her to be baptised. However, her mom is thinking about having her dedicated at the church in the near future. So that leaves us with 3 people, all from the community, who are going to be baptised in the near future, with a 4th, Chrissi, who’s considering the option. At the moment, Joseph, every Sabbath morning during Sabbath school, is doing a presentation on the different doctrines and on a Tuesday evening, at our small group, we are studying other doctrines; all in the effort to prepare them for baptism. 

Knocking on doors – in Joseph’s words

The last year has been a challenging year. I’ve certainly learnt a lot. 

PEACE is a very good training school preparing you for being a Taskforce Worker but nothing prepares you for working in the world than actually working in the world. Over the last year, I’ve learned of time management, working with individuals from all walks of life and backgrounds, the doctrines and beliefs of our church more thoroughly but most of all, I’ve learnt of how to be a Taskforce Worker. 

Knocking on doors has been interesting. Over the course of the year, I’ve planted many seeds and had the joy of watching the Holy Spirit water and nurture them. Unfortunately, all too often, the devil has come along and choked them to death by the cares of the world. That for me, has been one of the greatest heartaches of the year. 

Just to share with you of an experience, I’d like to tell you of Pam. Firstly, Aaron and I met this middle-aged, lady named Pam. Up until the event I’m about to share with you, we hadn’t really talked much. Then, as we were walking to revisit a contact, we passed her in the street. She was about to get into the car as we said hello. We made small talk and she said that she had been struggling with her boyfriend. I gently said, “Well if you need somebody to talk to, we’re always here for you.” At that, she walked around the car to where we were standing and proceeded to unload her burdens. To cut a long story short, the conversation ended with her crying and me praying for her in the street as people walked by. What a blessing that was for myself, let alone herself and Aaron.  

Overall, I really enjoyed last year and I’m looking forward to what God has in store for me this year. 

